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About this Book:

The Quinn family prepares for a joyful
holiday season after Bart's safe return
from Afghanistan, Kevin's marriage,
and Patrick's rehabilitation, only to
encounter unexpected challenges.
Winter Street series: Book 4

Why I Like This Book:

Full Disclosure--the whole Winter
Street series was recommended. As
the final volume in this series, reading
this book is like visiting with old friends.
And the setting on Nantucket really
takes me away. I appreciate that right
now!
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About this Book:

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl"
have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet
town on the North Carolina coast. She's
barefoot and wild; unfit for polite society.
So in late 1969, when handsome Chase
Andrews is found dead, the locals
immediately suspect Kya Clark. But Kya
is not what they say.

Why I Like This Book:

Are you looking for a book that has a
murder mystery? Check. Compelling
characters? Check. Beautiful descriptions
of nature and the marshes? Enthralling
court scenes? Twists that you didn't
expect? Check, check, check. This book
is well written and has something for
everyone!
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About this Book:

Data is fundamental to the modern
world...But because so much data fails
to take into account gender, because it
treats men as the default and women as
atypical, bias and discrimination are
baked into our systems. And women pay
tremendous costs for this bias, in time,
money, and often with their lives. ...(It)
will change the way you look at the
world.

Why I Like This Book:
Well researched and very informative. I
couldn't put it down. The author
addresses so many things in society that
are not designed for women, things that
you wouldn't even think about. Such an
enlighteneing read for women and
everone!
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About this Book:
Sixteen-year-old Noa, forced to give up
her baby fathered by a Nazi soldier,
snatches a child from a boxcar
containing Jewish infants bound for a
concentration camp and takes refuge
with a traveling circus, where Astrid, a
Jewish aerialist, becomes her mentor.

Why I Like This Book:
The story line kept me intrigued from
beginning to end. It was fast reading
with a good combination of history and
suspense.
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About this Book:
Draws on twenty years of research,
recently declassified files, and
interviews with survivors in an account
of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear power
plant disaster that also reveals how
propaganda and secrets have created
additional dangers.

Why I Like This Book:
It is extraordinarily detailed but
reads like a thriller!

MPL Reading
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A Classic That
I Have Not Yet
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BR
AD

About this Book:

This tale of a troubled man hired to care
for a remote mountain resort over the
winter, his loyal wife, and their uniquely
gifted son slowly but steadily unfolds as
secrets from the Overlook Hotel's past
are revealed, and the hotel itself attempts
to claim the very souls of the Torrance
family.

Why I Like This Book:
The Shining is one of the finest modern
classics written by Stephen King. I waited
until Doctor Sleep was on DVD and so I
then went to work on reading both The
Shining and Doctor Sleep. I loved that I
put down The Shining as my Classic that I
had not read yet.
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About this Book:

Evelyn Hardcastle will be murdered at 11:00 p.m.
There are eight days, and eight witnesses for you
to inhabit. We will only let you escape once you tell
us the name of the killer. Understood? Then let's
begin." Imagine the movie Groundhog Day as a
riveting page-turner of a murder mystery. Evelyn
Hardcastle will die every day until Aiden Bishop
can identify her killer and break the cycle. ...The
most inventive debut of the year twists together a
mystery of such unexpected creativity it will leave
readers guessing until the very last page.

Why I Like This Book:

This is the same day over and over
again, always ending with the murder of
Evelyn Hardcastle. But each time the
day restarts the narrator is "occupying"
another character in the story. In this
"game" the narrator has 8 days to figure
out "who done it" or start back at the
beginning again. Very clever.
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About this Book:

...a classic drama of loyalty, justice, humanity and
passion. Though they face all kinds of dangers,
they're committed to their job--bringing books to
people who have never had any, sharing the gift
of learning that will change their lives. Based on a
true story rooted in America's past, The Giver of
Stars is unparalleled in its scope. At times funny,
at others heartbreaking, this is a richly rewarding
novel of women's friendship, of true love, and of
what happens when we reach beyond our grasp
for the great beyond

Why I Like This Book:

I have read other books by Jojo Moyes
and was reluctant to try another. This
book is totally different. A small group of
strong , heroic women bring books to
remote parts of Kentucky. Each woman is
drawn to be a Packhorse Librarian for
different reasons, but find friendship, love
and community through the challenges
they face together.
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About this Book:

Young Eleanor has two men in her life:
her uncle King Edward II, and her
husband Hugh le Despenser, a mere
knight but the newfound favorite of the
king. She has no desire to meddle in
royal affairs-- she wishes for a serene,
simple life with her family. But as political
unrest sweeps the land, Eleanor, sharply
intelligent yet blindly naive, becomes the
only woman each man can trust.

Why I Like This Book:
This is an historical fiction book. It is
about why Benedict Arnold decided to
betray his own country.

MPL Reading
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CHALLENGE;
A Book That is
First in a Series

About this Book:
Lara Jean writes love letters to all the
boys she has loved and then hides them
in a hatbox until one day those letters are
accidentally sent.

Why I Like This Book:
A sweet YA story about Lara Jean and
the boys she wrote (but never sent!)
love letters to. Throw in a meddling little
sister and hijinks ensue though.... I
think I liked the Netflix movie better than
the book! 😱
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About this Book:

Hocus Pocus is beloved by Halloween
enthusiasts all over the world. Diving once
more into the world of witches, this
electrifying two-part young adult novel,
released on the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the 1993 film, marks a new era of Hocus
Pocus. Fans will be spellbound by a fresh
retelling of the original film, followed by the
all-new sequel that continues the story with
the next generation of Salem teens.

Why I Like This Book:

Fun and light retread of the Disney movie
Hocus Pocus that is a very close
adaptation with an additional story set in
late 2010s that continues the story.

MPL Reading
Challenge 2020
CHALLENGE;
A Book by an Author
of a Different Race,
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Than Your Own
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About this Book:

1890, Atlanta. By day, seventeen-year-old
Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid for the
cruel Caroline Payne, the daughter of one
of the wealthiest men in Atlanta. But by
night, Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous
author of a newspaper advice column for
'the genteel Southern lady

Why I Like This Book:

It is a YA but with broad appeal (aka it
wouldn't feel like YA to an adult reading it).
It is an OwnVoices book in that an author
of Asian descent writes about a character
of the same background and it offers a
glimpse into a life not usually examined
during the early 1900s.
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About this Book:

In this epic, beautifully written masterwork,
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Isabel
Wilkerson chronicles one of the great
untold stories of American history: the
decades-long migration of black citizens
who fled the South for northern and
western cities, in search of a better life.
From 1915 to 1970, this exodus of almost
six million people changed the face of
America.

Why I Like This Book:

It's a non-fiction account of the 'great
migration': the movement of scores of
African-Americans from the former slavery
states of the American South to cities like
Chicago and Detroit in their quest for a
better life.I don't think this was ever taught
when I was in school. Amazing historical
writing.
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About this Book:

It is the evening of sixteen-year-old Melody's
birthday celebration in her grandparent's
Brooklyn brownstone. Watched lovingly by her
relatives and friends, escorted by her father to
the soundtrack of Prince, she wears a special,
custom-made dress. But the event is not
without poignancy. Sixteen years earlier, that
very dress was measured and sewn for a
different wearer: Melody's mother, for her own
sixteenth birthday party and a celebration
which ultimately never took place.

Why I Like This Book:

Simply put I love Jacqueline Woodson. Her
breezy style, often written in verse, always
with a clear sense of optimism tackles tough
subjects.I always feel uplifted after enjoying
one of her books. This one isn't very long but
it packs a bunch in. My first book of 2020
and I'm sure I will read it again
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CHALLENGE;
A Book
Published this
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About this Book:

In an Edenic future, a girl and her father live
close to the land in the shadow of a lone
mountain...(He) teaches the girl how to fish and
hunt, the secrets of the seasons and the stars.
He is preparing her for an adulthood in harmony
with nature, for they are the last two left. But
when the girl suddenly finds herself alone in an
unknown landscape, it is a bear that will lead her
back home through a vast wilderness, which
offers the greatest lessons of all, if she can only
learn to listen. A cautionary tale of human
fragility, of love and loss.

Why I Like This Book:

The author wove a delicate bond of love
between a father and his daughter surviving
in a beautiful wilderness. I loved the
description of nature throughout the book
and the quiet, yet present backdrop of a
world that has past. If you liked Cormac
McCarthy's The Road, this book is similar
yet not as dark!
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About this Book:

A powerful, revealing story of hope, love,
justice, and the power of reading by a man
who spent thirty years on death row for a
crime he didn't commit.

Why I Like This Book:

This is the kind of book you read, and you
wish it were fiction. Grisham, or some such
legal thriller. Instead, it is a jolt to the
system when you realize that this gross
miscarriage of justice, this railroading of an
innocent man, is not only a true story, but
just one of many such stories. It is
heartbreaking and inconceivable, that
anyone can be treated this way. It is
unbelievable that Mr. Hinton was able (and
is still able) to keep such an amazing
attitude and positive outlook on life. He is
truly inspiring.
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About this Book:

In her hit Netflix comedy special...Wong told the
world her remarkably unfiltered thoughts on
marriage, sex, Asian culture, working women, and
why you never see new mom comics on stage...
The sharp insights and humor are even more
personal in this completely original collection. She
shares the wisdom she's learned from a life in
comedy and reveals stories from her life off
stage... Though addressed to her daughters, Ali
Wong's letters are absurdly funny, surprisingly
moving, and enlightening (and disgusting) for all

Why I Like This Book:

Ali Wong is an American stand-up comedian,
actress, and writer. Ali Wong’s heartfelt and
hilarious letters to her daughters (the two she put
to work while they were still in utero) cover
everything they need to know in life, like the
unpleasant details of dating, how to be a working
mom in a male-dominated profession, and how
she trapped their dad. It was a great reading
during this hard time we have been faced. It just
made my day lighter and fun!
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Already but Wish
to Reread

About this Book:

Here is the novel that will be forever considered
a triumph of the imagination. Set on the desert
planet Arrakis, Dune is the story of the boy Paul
Atreides, who would become the mysterious
man known as Muad'Dib. He would avenge the
traitorous plot against his noble family-and
would bring to fruition humankind's most
ancient and unattainable dream. A stunning
blend of adventure and mysticism,
environmentalism and politics, Dune won the
first Nebula Award, shared the Hugo Award,
and formed the basis of what it undoubtedly the
grandest epic in science fiction.

Why I Like This Book:

A complex science-fiction fantasy epic which
will likely have a renaissance this year as a
new movie is in production! Memorable
characters and world-building on a grand
scale.
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A Book That You
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to Reread

About this Book:
While going through the possessions of a
deceased guest who owed them money, the
mistress of the inn and her son find a
treasure map that leads them to a pirate's
fortune.

Why I Like This Book:
Adventure on the high seas! I absolutely
loved this book as a child, and read it many
times. It helped to establish my love of
well-written action adventure stories, and I
feel that this is just the right time for a book
that can really transport you to another
place and time.
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Recommended by
an MPLStaff
Member

About this Book:

[This book] (t)ells the story of Sophie Scholl,
a young German college student who
challenges the Nazi regime during World
War II as part of the White Rose, a nonviolent resistance group.

Why I Like This Book:
I read historical fiction to learn aspects of
history from a human perspective. This well
researched novel is brilliantly written in
present tense verse.
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A Book by an Author
of a Different Race,
Ethnicity, or Religion
Than Your Own

About this Book:

Two half sisters, Effia and Esi, unknown to each
other, are born into two different tribal villages in
18th century Ghana. Effia will be married off to an
English colonial, and will live in comfort in the
sprawling, palatial rooms of Cape Coast Castle,
raising half-caste children who will be sent abroad
to be educated in England before returning to the
Gold Coast to serve as administrators of the
Empire. Her sister, Esi, will be imprisoned beneath
Effia in the Castle's women's dungeon, and then
shipped off on a boat bound for America, where
she will be sold into slavery.

Why I Like This Book:

I loved the parallel story of the two half-sisters
and their divergent paths through life and the
generations that followed. The story alternated
with the lives of each successive generation
up to present day. It opened my eyes to the
cultural experience of colonialism, slavery and
racism of African and African Americans over
several centuries. There’s a lot of history
packed into this book.
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About this Book:

It isn’t paranoia if it’s really happening . . . Anna Fox
lives alone—a recluse in her New York City home,
unable to venture outside. She spends her day
drinking wine (maybe too much), watching old
movies, recalling happier times . . . and spying on
her neighbors. Then the Russells move into the
house across the way: a father, a mother, their
teenage son. The perfect family. But when Anna,
gazing out her window one night, sees something
she shouldn’t, her world begins to crumble—and its
shocking secrets are laid bare. What is real? What is
imagined? Who is in danger? Who is in control? In
this diabolically gripping thriller, no one—and nothing
—is what it seems.

Why I Like This Book:
I couldn't put this psychological thriller down.
I can't wait to see the movie!
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About this Book:

In 1922, Count Alexander Rostov is deemed
an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik
tribunal, and is sentenced to house arrest in
the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street
from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man
of erudition and wit, has never worked a day
in his life, and must now live in an attic room
while some of the most tumultuous decades
in Russian history are unfolding outside the
hotel's doors. Unexpectedly, his reduced
circumstances provide him entry into a much
larger world of emotional discovery.

Why I Like This Book:

With all the restrictions and wrongful
accusations placed on the Gentleman, he
shows how resilient the human spirit is. It is
so refreshing to see how he remains kind,
optimistic and a bit impish through this tale
portraying his life. A true Gentleman.
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About this Book:
Reopens the unsolved mystery of the most
catastrophic library fire in American history,
the 1986 Los Angeles Public Library fire,
while exploring the crucial role that libraries
play in modern American culture

Why I Like This Book:

Based on a catastrophic and suspicious fire
at the LA Public Library, this compelling
book has it all! Well researched, this book
offers an in depth look at the circumstances
surrounding the fire and who set it. The
story also chronicles the history of the
library and libraries in general, past and
present influential librarians and a potential
suspect - all leading up to suspenseful
conclusion!
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About this Book:

Nora and Theresa Flynn are twenty-one and
seventeen when they leave their small village in
Ireland and journey to America. Nora is the
responsible sister;...Theresa is gregarious;. But
when Theresa ends up pregnant, Nora is forced to
come up with a plan--a decision with repercussions
they are both far too young to understand. Fifty
years later, Nora is the matriarch of a big Catholic
family with four grown children... Estranged from
her sister and cut off from the world, Theresa is a
cloistered nun, living in an abbey in rural Vermont.
Until, after decades of silence, a sudden death
forces Nora and Theresa to confront the choices
they made so long ago.

Why I Like This Book:
The Irish-American family reminded me of
my own extended family.
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About this Book:
A mother's memoir of her transgender child's
odyssey, and her journey outside the
boundaries of the faith and culture that
shaped her

Why I Like This Book:
Mimi Lemay's story is heartfelt; full of
courage and love.

